
Stornoway, capital town of the Isle of Lewis 
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HERRING GIRLS  
For almost 100 years from around 1850 until 

World War II, 3000  island woman were 
employed as Herring Girls. The girls worked 
locally then followed the fish through the 
summer season travelling the length and 

breadth of Scotland for work. 
Stornoway was once recognised as the 

principal herring port in Great Britain, if not 
Europe,  shaped by the vast wealth that

the herring industry offered.
 In the summer months,  the harbour would 

have up to 1000 fishing boats docked.
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SMOKEHOUSE

STORNOWAY is the main town on  
the Isle of Lewis and was founded by Vikings 

in the 9th Century.
This settlement grew around a sheltered 

harbour and over the years became a hub for 
people from all over the island.

Following the trade wars in the early 1600’s, 
Lewis was transferred to the MacKenzies 
of Seaforth. In 1844, the MacKenzies sold 

Stornoway and The Isle of Lewis to Sir James 
Matheson, who built Lews Castle. 

In 1918, Matheson sold the island to William 
Lever, 1st Viscount Leverhulme. However, his 
economic plans overstretched his finances so 
Stornoway was given to the people of the town.

Today, Stornoway is a vibrant town with 
independant retailers, coffee shops, 

restaurants, bars an art centre, fishmongers, 
butchers, delis and much more.
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COOKIES, DONUTS, CAKE, COFFEE
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12 Inaclete Road, Stornoway, HS1 2RB

info@mane2tail.com

www.mane2tail.com 🐾 01851 827 286 
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www.labalenastornoway.co.uk

Winners of the best Italian
restaurant in the north of Scotland
in the Scottish Italian awards 2024.
open Tuesday-Saturday year round.

Outdoor al fresco dinning.

19 FRANCIS STREET, STORNOWAY, ISLE OF LEWIS TEL 01851 701101
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ITALIAN RESTAURANT IN STORNOWAY
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JEWELLERY, GIFTWARE & BOOKS

JEWELLERY

ISLAND SPIRIT 
WHISKY SHOP 
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2264 STORNOWAY 
DISTILLERS

WWW.STORNOWAYDISTILLERS.COM

3 CROMWELL STREET
01851 706300
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NAN EILEAN 
DISCOVER THE HISTORY & CULTURE OF THE 

OUTER HEBRIDES
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https://stornowaycarhire.co.uk/
https://www.tech-mobile.co.uk/
https://www.tech-mobile.co.uk/
https://www.stornowayseafari.com/
https://www.stornowayseafari.com/
https://hebrideanteastore.co.uk/
https://www.macleodandmacleod.co.uk/
https://www.harristweedhebrides.com/
https://www.isle-of-lewis.com/places-to-eat/storehouse-cafe-inside-lews-castle/
https://www.isle-of-lewis.com/places-to-eat/storehouse-cafe-inside-lews-castle/
https://www.stornowaysmokehouse.co.uk/
https://hebrideanbakehouse.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Mane2Tail-100069521803675/
https://www.hicstornoway.com/
https://www.isle-of-lewis.com/shops-and-services/baltic-bookshop/
https://www.labalenastornoway.co.uk/
https://sandwickbaycandles.com/
https://hebrideanjewellery.co.uk/?srsltid=AfmBOoqkL1El-OJJfqQimI_bWs4zbTTFgMYPFH8lQjMbATfEDxeMCkKd
https://www.islandspiritwhisky.com/
https://stornowaydistillers.com/
https://outerhebridesheritage.org.uk/museum/museum-nan-eilean-stornoway/
https://outerhebridesheritage.org.uk/museum/museum-nan-eilean-stornoway/
https://stornowaychristianbookshop.co.uk/

